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RELEASE FOR COUNTRY PRESS. / 
SPEECH ON THE OCCASION OF THE CENTENARY OF THE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
OF PORT MacDONNELL. 
BY HON. DON DUNSTAN, Q.C., M.P. , LEADER OF OPPOSITION. 
When Local Government was first established in this 
district and elsewhere in South Australia, our forebears had 
a simple job to do. They wanted to give effective service 
to local residents, to see to it that the jobs they required 
were done. The boundaries, the powers, the methods of raising 
money for Local Government were fixed in the last century and 
they were fixed according to the needs of the time. It is far 
too much to expect that the needs of those days should be 
exactly the same as the needs of today. Our society is 
changing at a greater and greater rate and so the things that 
need to be done in providing local services for people are again 
constantly changing. 
Local Government has in many cases insufficient money 
and insufficient means of raising money to meet its existing 
obligations. Its powers in many areas are insufficient to 
provide the services which are now provided in comparable 
communities by Local Government. Revenue raising for Local 
Government needs a radical alteration. If Local Government 
is fossilized within the structure established 100 years ago, 
then it won't be able to do its job in the same way that it was 
able to do when our forefathers first made provision for Local 
Government. 
In order to see that our Local Government system was 
meeting the needs of communities everywhere in South Australia, 
the Labor Government set up a Local Government Act Revision 
Committee which has consulted with Local Government throughout 
South Australia and which is charged with the responsibility of 
coming up with answers which can be put before the people and 
those most involved in Local Government to bring the structure of 
Local Government into line with present-day needs. The final 
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report of the Committee has not yet been presented but 
I believe it behoves all of us to see that we are as 
enterprising and inventive in meeting present-day needs 
as our forefathers were in meeting the needs of their day. 
If we simply accept what exists without seeing whether it 
is doing the job well enough, then we aren't doing our own 
duty. 
Every generation must be competent to its own 
Government and I am quite sure that members of Local Govern-
ment today in South Australia are as capable of formulating 
the answers to the needs of today as were those who founded 
Local Government one hundred years ago. 
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